. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, .

and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).
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HOW MANY FUTURE RESURRECTIONS
FROM THE DEAD WILL THERE BE?
Roger D. Campbell

"Why should it be thought a thing incredible with
you, that God should raise the dead?" (Acts 26:8). The
apostle Paul uttered those words when he stood before the
one whom he called "King Agrippa" (Acts 26:27). What
about you? Do you find it difficult to accept the teaching
that the dead will be raised? Friends, the Bible plainly
declares that it will happen. Christians in Corinth were told,
"Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how
say some among you that there is no resurrection from the
dead . . . But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become
the firstfruits of them that slept" (1 Corinthians 15:12,20).
There is, indeed, such a thing as a bodily resurrection. The
Christ arose, and the fact that He was the firstfruits indicates
that there will be more resurrections to come.

Will every dead person be resurrected, or will the
resurrection only be for the righteous? Once when Jesus
was teaching at a meal in the home of a Pharisee, He spoke
about "the resurrection of the just," but in that setting the
Master made no mention of the unjust being raised (Luke
14:14). Should we conclude, then, that the unrighteous will
just be left in the tomb? The apostle Paul declared that
"there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
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and unjust" (Acts 24:15). That is plain enough. Jesus also said, "Marvel not at this:
for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation" (John 5:28,29). So, yes,
the Lord will raise "all that are in the graves."

But will the resurrection of the godly and ungodly take place at the same time,
or will there be two separate resurrections? At least some who believe in the theory of
Premillennialism say that the righteous will be raised at one point, then the ungodly
will be raised much later. How much later? Per the false theology of some, the Lord
will come to raise the righteous, then after 1007 years He will raise the unrighteous
(He will supposedly remain in heaven for 7 years, then come to reign on earth for
1000 years). The Bible does not teach that Jesus will come again two times, nor does
it teach that Jesus will remain in heaven for a period of seven years, then come and
reign on earth for 1000 years. The theory is filled with errors.

The Christ said that He will raise believers on "the last day" (John 6:39,40).
Martha, the sister of Lazarus, spoke to Jesus about "the resurrection at the last day"
(John 11:25). Since Jesus did not correct Martha’s statement, then there will be a
general resurrection at the last day. Here is a mighty important question: How many
more days will there be after "the last" day? None, of course. When the righteous are
raised, as far as time is concerned, that is it — there will be no more time on earth after
the last day. So, that means there will not be some fanciful 1000-plus years before a
second group (the unrighteous) will be raised. The righteous and unrighteous will be
raised at the same time — there will be one resurrection day.

Consider this also. There is one future day, and only one such day, when the
Lord will judge all men. God has appointed "a day" in which He will judge the world
(Acts 17:31). Judgment will take place on one day, and on that day all people will be
judged. Yes, there is only one future day that is called "the day of judgment"” (2 Peter
3:7). There are not two days of judgment, just one.

When will the judgment take place? On the day of judgment. When will that
be? Listen to what Jesus said: "He that rejected me, and receiveth not my words, hath
one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day" (John 12:48). So, on "the last day," what will happen? The Lord Jesus will
come again, He will raise the dead, He will judge all men, and He will deliver the

kingdom up to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24).

Those that are faithful to the Lord will be raised to enjoy life eternal. All others
will also be raised on the same day, but they will enter into a state of eternal
punishment. With which of those two groups are you preparing to have a part? A
foolish person says, "I’ll worry about that when the time comes"; a wise one says,
"I’m gonna do my best to be prepared for that great event every hour of every day of
my life, because we never know when ‘the last day’ is coming." What kind of person
would You say that You are, foolish or wise? Better yet, what kind of person does the
Lord consider You to be?

“For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could
swear by no greater, he sware by himself, Saying, Surely blessing
T will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so,
after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For
men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is
to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability
of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to [ie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the
veil; Whither the forevunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made
an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec”
(Hebrews 6:13-20).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

May 15 - Preach-N-Eat & 1:30 pm Worship Service

May 15-19 - Gospel Meeting with Steve Canup

May 29 - Prayer Service after Evening Worship

June 5 - Men’s Business Meeting & Ladies’ Bible Class after Evening Worship
Please give support money for Chinese orphans to Minnie Kennell
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